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with which the enemy removed every article of sus- CHAP.XXVI.
tonanco frustrated the expectation. la addition to
theso difficulties others existed, seriously affecting
the efficiency of the force and threatening the suc-
cess of the expedition* With a tropical sun above,
thick jungle around, and swamp beneath the feet,
those sources of pestilence were aided by frequent
deluges of rain* Almost every cause of disease and
debility being thtiB actively at work9 the health of
tho won rapidly declined, and fever and dysentery
began fearfully to thin their ranks, Such was the
ehoerlosH awl almost hopoloss condition of the
British force at tho commencement of the Burmese
war. Advance wan impossible, and even to main-
tain tho position which they had gained appeared
almost hopeless.
While tha invaders had every thing but defeat
to dispirit and discourage them, the Burmese ap-
peared to have lost nothing of that consolatory self-
confidence which had led them to brave the ven-
goance of tho British power. Reinforcements and
supplies of warlike stores were provided, and Thakia
Woongyoo, one of tho chief ministers of state, was
dispatched to take the chief command, with distinct
orders from his muster to attack the British, and
drive them at once out of the country; a result
which, looking at their condition, might have seemed
practicable, even to persons whose powers of judg-.
ment were not distorted*by Burmese arrogance.
The havoc which disease and death had worked was
however in Borne degree repaired by the arrival,